
 
 

2018 Annual Report to the Synods  
Wartburg College is dedicated to challenging and nurturing students  

for lives of leadership and service as a spirited expression of their faith and learning. 
 
Enrollment 
Fall 2018 enrollment was 1,498 students from 34 U.S. states and 53 countries. This number included 115 international 
students and 199 U.S. students of color. The top five majors are business administration, biology, elementary education, music 
education, and journalism and communication. 
 
Focus on the Future 
In 2017, Wartburg engaged more than 150 alumni, faculty, staff, students, and friends of the College in an examination of 
strategic opportunities in today’s challenging environment for higher education. Task forces focused on academic innovation, 
student success, and expanding our reach. Wartburg continues to study and implement ideas that grew out of the initiative: 

• In spring 2018, the Wartburg Board of Regents approved a new academic major in exercise science. Work is underway 
to raise funds to create new laboratory space, which also will strengthen other academic offerings in the Department 
of Health and Human Performance.  

• Engineering Science faculty are working to refine the major and develop specializations in the new Bachelor of 
Science track. The department also dedicated an Innovation Studio, funded in part with a $123,000 grant from the 
Roy J. Carver Charitable Trust, to expand hands-on design and creation opportunities for students.  

• In partnership with Wartburg Theological Seminary, we are building and populating a new B.A.-M.Div. cooperative 
program, which streamlines preparation for pastoral ministry. Halcyon Bjornstad, director of integrated B.A.-M.Div. 
degrees, spends time on each campus generating interest among students. The College also continues to implement 
the new Master of Arts in Music Therapy. 

• A new Center for Integrative and Interdisciplinary Studies seeks to advance several projects that bind our curricula 
together in the service of our common mission. Dr. David McCullough, the Burk Will Chair in Interdisciplinary and 
Environmental Studies, was named its director. He is charged with overseeing the interdisciplinary tier of general 
education, searching for a new study away administrator, identifying physical space for the center, reinvigorating the 
endowed chair that was created to infuse ethics across the curriculum, and exploring possibilities for a center for 
faculty development. 

• The College continues to examine its capacity and effectiveness in the areas of online, distance, and digital education 
and is grateful to the faculty and staff at Wartburg Theological Seminary who have shared successes achieved in the 
online teaching and learning environment. Wartburg is seeking approval from the Higher Learning Commission to 
offer its first complete online programs – an English as a Second Language (ESL) endorsement for educators and a 
post-baccalaureate certificate program in leadership.  

• Wartburg continues to improve diversity and inclusion on campus, especially by discerning how best to support our 
multicultural students’ academic progress through graduation. The American Multicultural Student Success Working 
Group, in concert with Multicultural Student Services, is assessing students’ progress in their second year. The 
president’s Diversity and Inclusion Council is implementing initiatives to address findings of a campus climate survey 
that evaluated students’ perceptions of living and learning at Wartburg. A new Community Response Team is 
prepared to handle incidents of bias that threaten our campus culture. 

• Wartburg became a founding investor in Mill Race, a community workspace in nearby Cedar Falls that supports area 
entrepreneurs. Building on that relationship, we have developed the Wartburg Incubator, a social entrepreneurship 
program that supports student efforts to address societal problems. In its first year, the incubator’s Wicked Problems 
Challenge generated 75 poster ideas from students. 

• Because St. John’s Cathedral no longer works with the College, Wartburg has entered into a partnership with Johnson 
& Wales University in Denver, Colo., to house students in our Wartburg West program. We welcomed Dr. Greg 
Lorenz, who assumed program director responsibilities following the retirement of the Rev. Bonita Bock after 27 
years of service. 

 
 
 
 



Spiritual Life and Campus Ministry 
• The Rev. Dr. Brian Beckstrom was inducted as the Herbert and Cora Moehlmann Chaplaincy Chair, following the 

retirement of the Rev. Dr. Ramona Bouzard. As dean of spiritual life, he leads the College’s ministry program and 
promotes faith exploration and development in and out of the classroom.  

• The Rev. Munib Younan, bishop emeritus of the ELCA in Jordan and the Holy Land, presented “Loving God and 
Neighbor: Living Out the Biblical Call in the Holy Land” to faculty, staff, students, and the general public. 

• The Spiritual Life and Campus Ministry Guiding Team, comprising faculty, staff, and students, continues to implement 
findings of the SLCM program review, made possible through the generous support of the Siebert Foundation and other 
donors. Efforts include more clearly articulating our identity as a college of the church, more closely integrating it with 
practices and decision making, and seeking creative ways to expand the ministry beyond the walls of the Chapel.   

• The first annual “God’s Work, Our Hands” Sunday was held with Redeemer and St. Paul’s Lutheran churches in Waverly, 
featuring joint service projects, worship in the Wartburg Chapel, and lunch. More than 300 people participated, including 
50 students. 

• The College is planning several events to commemorate the 25th anniversary of the Wartburg Chapel in 2019. A 
fundraising effort will focus on Chapel sound improvement, organ maintenance, and projection capabilities. 

 
Recognition 

• Dr. Caryn Riswold joined the Wartburg faculty as a professor of religion, serving as the Mike and Marge McCoy 
Family Distinguished Chair in Lutheran Heritage and Mission. In addition to her years of teaching experience, 
Riswold is an accomplished scholar in Lutheran and feminist theologies and the author of three books. Established in 
2013, the chair celebrates Wartburg’s distinctive mission and commitment to vocation. Riswold succeeds the Rev. Dr. 
Kit Kleinhans, who now serves as dean of Trinity Lutheran Seminary. 

• Dr. Simon Estes, world-renowned opera singer and former Wartburg distinguished professor and artist-in-residence, 
received an honorary Doctorate of Humane Letters during spring Commencement. 

• Dr. Gloria Kirkland-Holmes, associate professor of early childhood education at the University of Northern Iowa, 
was the 2018 Graven Award recipient. The annual award for Christian vocation continues to highlight the powerful 
and positive effect of a strong sense of Christian vocation as it interfaces with service to community, the church, and 
the world.  

• Dr. Robert E. Lee, professor emeritus of music, received the Wartburg Medal at December Commencement in 
recognition of his sustained service to the College. 

• Campus Compact named Madison Bloker ’19 of Clarksville, Iowa, a Newman Civic Fellow for her contributions to 
community and civic engagement. As part of her participation in Wartburg’s Baldwin Leadership Fellows Program, 
Bloker penned “Bound Blessings,” a devotional that raised funds for the Wartburg Dance Marathon. 

• Tom Trenney, minister of music at First Plymouth Church in Lincoln, Neb., and renowned composer and organist, 
served as visiting conductor and artistic director for Christmas with Wartburg while Dr. Lee Nelson was on sabbatical 
for one semester.  

• The Wartburg Choir joined choirs from Luther College and Iowa State University in “A Celebration of Song” at 
Orchestra Hall in Minneapolis, marking the first time the three choirs have performed together. 

• The Wartburg Castle Singers and Kammerstreicher chamber orchestra performed in the Great Hall of the Wartburg 
Castle in Eisenach, Germany, during May Term and participated in worship services at the Georgenkirche. 

• Sophomores Collins Kalyebi and Saffa Bockarie Jr. each received $10,000 Davis Projects for Peace grants to construct 
classrooms and provide health education for girls in Uganda and water wells in Sierra Leone, respectively. 

• The 2018 wrestling team won a record-setting 14th national championship; the women’s basketball team advanced to 
the Final Four for the second time in three years; football player Matt Sacia was a semifinalist for the Gagliardi 
Trophy DIII National Player of the Year; and two student-athletes won NCAA Postgraduate Scholarships, bringing 
the total to 41. 

• President Darrel Colson served on the executive committee of the Network of ELCA Colleges and Universities 
(NECU) and on the Council of Independent College’s NetVUE Advisory Council.  

 
Wartburg College continues to find focus in a mission that is vibrantly alive and transformative for the entire college 
community as we learn, work, and serve together. Thank you for your prayers and support as we share in the work of 
strengthening the Lutheran traditions of higher education and Christian vocation. 
 
Darrel D. Colson, President 
 


